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The Ministry at a Missionary Church

Acts 13:1-3
Introduction: 
The church in Antioch were about to send 2 of their “members” to the mission field. Whom shall we send?
1. Two novices? We won’t miss them. Our work will keep on growing.
2. Two new converts? They don’t know much, but they’re excited and they will know more than the heathen know.
No! They sent their two best men -- Barnabas and Saul.
They had led many of these people to the Lord. They had disciple them; teaching them by the Word and their works. There were others there. The work will go on, mainly because of the work of Barnabas and Saul.
     The mark of a good leader is that, when he leaves, the work goes on and even improves. This was true in Antioch because of the quality of the elders who were there. The Lord was there; the Holy Spirit was empowering them, but neither of these can work apart from dedicated men in the leadership, reflecting the Savior in their lives and ministry. If any believer can’t or doesn’t serve the Lord in his own church, he won’t become dedicated by a sea voyage or an airplane ride.  
I. The Men of the Ministry – 13:1

A. The Sweetness of the Lord – Barnabas of Cyprus

(May be listed first because he was sent from Jer. church)
· Barnabas was one who showed the sweetness of the Lord.
· His given name was Joseph. His nick-name was Barnabas, Son of Consolation, encouragement, exhortation.
· A well-to-do man – sold land and gave the money to the church. 

· He had introduced Saul to the Apostles when they were suspicious of him.
· He also went to Tarsus to bring Saul back to Antioch to minister the Word with him.
· A good man, compassionate, and full of the Holy Spirit. (Ch.6)
Jesus went about doing good:
Woman taken in adultery – (I give you fogivness) go and sin no more.
Woman at the well – I will give you the water of life.

The weary and heavy laden – I will give you rest.
Barnabas reminds us of the Sweetness of the Lord.

B. The Sufferings of the Lord – Simeon of Cyrene

Simeon was a Jew with a Roman name,
 Niger – of dark complexion 

Simeon was from N. Africa


He could be the one who carried Jesus’ cross. So, he had been to Calvary, but had stopped short of death. Now, he is crucified with Christ. Gal. 2:20
When he returned home he told everyone, who would listen, about how he was forced to carry the cross for Jesus who died for the sins of the world.
C. The Sovereignty of the Lord – Lucius of Cyrene

He reminds us of the sovereignty of the Lord.
Jesus ruled all circumstances, they did not rule Him. He was always in control:
· He needed to go through Samaria – to meet a woman at the well. (John 4:4)
· He had to go to Jerusalem, to fulfill all that the prophets had spoken. They could bring Him the hardest cases and ask Him the hardest questions. They were not too hard for Him.
· He spoke to the cock and he crowed at just the right time.
· He spoke to the fish and they jumped into Peter’s nets.
· He spoke to the wind and the waves they became calm.
Lucius was the second man from Cyrene. Was he one of the ones who had listened to Simeon telling about the cross?

To such a man – the God-man. It was a small thing to get the gospel to N. Africa and to get Lucius to Antioch.
D. The Salvation of the Lord – Manaen of Judea

· Two men grew up together.

· They had all of the advantages the Roman ruler could give them.
· As boys they played together -- studied together laughed together, ate together.
· One became a beast – Herod Antipas 
He stole his brother’s wife (Herodias)



Beheaded John the Baptist





Judged Jesus’ at His trial





Jesus called him “that old fox”

· The other became a believer. (Manaen) - We know what he was saved from, now we see what he was saved for, He was:

· One of God’s choicest saints.
· One of the elders of the church at Antioch.
· An instrument of God to evangelize the world.
· That reminds us of the Salvation of the Lord
E. The Service of the Lord – Saul of Tarsus

Saul was gifted – apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor/teacher.
He was talented – His intellect, tireless energy, world vision.
He was comfortable in three worlds: Roman, Jewish, Greek -- All of these he dedicated to the Lord (Phil. 3)
Saul reminds us of the Service of the Lord.

F. A Second Chance from the Lord - John Mark of Jerusalem

Not all men were shining examples of success. There was one “failure”. On his first assignment, he went home to mommy. He was the cause of the break-up of the first missionary team. (Acts 15:36) However, later Paul wrote concerning John Mark:
Colossians 4:10 
“Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with ﻿﻿Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him) 

II Timothy 4:11

“Only Luke is with me. Get ﻿﻿Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry. 

Philemon 23-24
‘Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, as do ﻿﻿Mark, ﻿﻿Aristarchus, ﻿﻿Demas, ﻿﻿Luke, my fellow laborers. 
I Peter 5:13-14
“She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does ﻿﻿Mark my son. ﻿Greet one another with a kiss of love.
Of course, Mark wrote the Gospel of Mark from his close association with the apostle Peter. 

II. The Methods of the Ministry – 13:2-4

A. They Were Committed to the Lord’s Service
“As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit…”

1. They were Spiritual as they Ministered to the Lord

Λειτουργέω – religious service like priests of the O.T. 


2. They were Sincere and Fasted…

They were willing to do without legitimate things in order to serve the Lord. The sacrifice was not just food. It involved time, money and talents.
B. They Were Committed to the Lord’s Spirit the Holy Spirit said,

1. The Method - He apparently spoke through one of the prophets.
2. The Message –
“Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work ﻿﻿to which I have called them.”
a. The Principle of Setting Apart - ἀφορίζω 

Missionaries are a set apart group.

This word is used of Paul three times:
· At his birth he was separated to God - Gal 1:15
· At his conversion he was set apart for the Gospel – Rom 1:1
· Here he is set apart for a specific service - Acts 13:2
b. The Principle of Multiple Ministry
In the gospels Jesus sent them out 2 by 2. They have fellowship -- They have cooperation -- They have safety.

c. The Principle of Multiple Calling

The Holy Spirit told the leadership. He had apparently already spoken to Barnabas and Saul ahead of time.

If God is calling you to a ministry, He will tell the leadership. If God tells the leadership, He will also tell you.

We don’t need any “lone rangers”, responsible only to themselves. We also do not need dictators telling everyone what they must do.
C. They Were Committed to the Lord’s Sacrifice – 13:3
1. Praying for Barnabas and Saul – 13:3a
﻿
“having fasted and prayed,”
The praying did not stop there. It continued the entire time they were out of their sight.

“Out of sight, out of mind” is not a good motto for missions.
The home church is “holding the lines.” through prayer.
2. Partnering with Barnabas and Saul – 13:3b

“laid hands on them,”
They did not transmit anything. They identified themselves with Barnabas and Saul. Like the priest of the O.T. laid their hands on the sacrifice as their substitute, so these men were substitutes for the church. The church was represented by them. They were an extension of the church. 
Jesus told the church to go into all the world - Have you gone yet?

Your substitute has gone for you in the person of the missionaries. By your giving and praying you are a part of their ministry. By your faithfulness you are laying your hands on the missionaries.
3. Parting with Barnabas and Saul – 13:3c
“they sent them away.”
ἀπολύω- release - let go – dismiss
They were sent by the Holy Spirit. The leaders recognized Spirit’s leading and cooperated. Paul had many such partings from here on. Probably this was the hardest.
You never get used to it but you do have enough experience to know that the Lord replaces these friends with other friends that you have not met yet.
Conclusion:
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